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dians of astigmatism and cylinder 
axes, gives sound practical instruction, 
carried as far as is possible in such 
limited space. It is calculated to en
list the interest of the student, and 
make him believe, if circumstances 
place him in a community where bet
ter service in dealing with errors of 
refraction is not available, that he can 
correct ametropia as well as he can 
treat disease, when he leaves the medi
cal school to begin his real life train
ing in his chosen vocation. 

Diseases of the conjunctiva we 
would expect to have extended con
sideration in a book intended for the 
education of general practitioners. It 
has a chapter of 48 pages, containing 
22 illustrations, 13 of which deal with 
the pathologic histology and bacteri
ology of the conjunctiva. Cornea and 
sclera have a chapter of 23 pages, dis
eases of the uveal tract have 28 pages, 
the lens 11 pages. The retina, vitreous 
and optic nerve are considered in a 
single chapter of 40 pages. Glaucoma 
has 11 pages, the extraocular muscles 
and movements of the eye 14 pages, 
diseases of the lids and lacrimal ap
paratus 18 pages, and the orbit 7 
pages. There is a separate chapter on 
operations, containing 44 illustrations, 
among which occur these errors; Fig. 
ures 117 and 118 are transposed, and 
in Figure 139 the positions of the two 
parts A and B are reversed. 

The appendix contains a scries of 26 
prescription formulas, of most general 
usefulness, and a statement of vision 
required in the dozen different 
branches of public service. There is a 
good index, 10 pages. The color plates 
represent 2 normal and 6 pathologic 
conditions of the ocular fundus. The 
volume is excellently printed and very 
convenient in form. We predict that 
as it comes to be better known in 
America, it will be rather widely used 
among medical students. 

E. J. 
Myopia and Its Treatment by Tuber

culin. George Hirsch, Halberstadt, 
Germany. 49 pages. 
This is a paper covered brochure of 

49 pp., devoted to the contention that 

myopia is a condition of the eye 
caused by weakening of its coats, due 
to changes in their nutrition caused by 
tubercular toxins; and to the treatment 
of the condition by the injection of doses 
of tuberculin, and also to the prevention 
of myopia by prophylactic dosing with 
this remedy. A revised English edition 
is in preparation—subscription at the 
author's address—the latter we hope in 
a little better English than the advertise
ment. 

The contentions of the author are 
based upon the relative frequency of 
myopia and tubercular conditions, 
presumably in his own country; as 
well as upon the researches of other 
authors which show some relation be
tween tuberculosis, the disordered gen
eral and local nutrition, and short
sightedness. 

All children are hyperopic when 
born. Progressive myopia begins from 
the 5th to the 7th year, when the eyes 
are not used so much for close work 
as later on. He also shows that most 
well read people are not myopic, and 
that most of the myopes go to the op
tician and not to the eye doctor. He 
quotes Koch, Saemisch, Bertrams and 
many other authors in regard to the 
formation of antitoxins in the blood. 
These substances fight off most of the 
diseases of men. Tubercle bacilli are 
found in the cornea, conjunctiva, etc., 
and some diseases of the eye are ac
cepted as being of tubercular nature. 

He shows that myopia is due to the 
formation of posterior staphyloma, and 
is produced by changes in the nutri
tion of the posterior portion of the eye, 
which is supplied by the short ciliary 
arteries, which supply the choroid. 
Many authors are quoted showing the 
relation between myopia and civiliza
tion, and as to myopia, syphilis and 
tuberculosis. Statistics are given re
garding the relation of these diseases, 
the average being 10 to 30 per cent of 
myopes. According to the author the 
tubercular toxin has a special action 
upon the posterior portion of the eye. 
Cases are quoted. The tubercular 
toxin also produces an effect upon the 
anterior ciliary arteries and in the pro
duction of squint. 
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Tubercular diseases of the eye and 
of the ear are sometimes combined. 
Cases are quoted of myopia and tuber
cular diseases of childhood. A num
ber of pages are given with case his
tories of myopia in the family. He 
thinks that the tubercular toxin often 
selects the one eye without affecting 
its fellow. Cases are treated by him 
with doses of antitoxin seemingly 
causing betterment, and he apparently 
believes that protection is afforded the 
child by prophylactic treatment by 
tuberculin. 

H. V. W. 

Essentials of Laboratory Diagnosis. 
Designed for Students and Practi
tioners. Francis Ashley Faught, M. 
D., Philadelphia. Seventh edition. 
78 illustrations, 11 plates. Philadel
phia. F. A. Davis Co. 
This is a very readable book, being 

written in a manner that the general 
practitioner, specialist, and the student 
may make a complete review of the 
progress of laboratory diagnosis to 
date. Even tho he sends all his speci
mens and laboratory cases to the la
boratory worker for such examina
tion, if he would read this book and 
then keep it for reference in special 
cases, he would himself, as well as his 
patients, gain by its possession. It 
does not take the place of exhaustive 
text books, but supplements them by 
descriptions of simple and reliable 
methods of obtaining the results of 
laboratory examinations. The newer 
methods are well described, the chemi
cals discussed, the microscope and its 
appurtenances, clinical hematology, the 
spectroscope, newer methods of blood 
examination, sphygmomanometry, ani
mal parasites, feces, urine, blood, fundus, 
milk, etc., and a full appendix, giving 
laboratory test stains, standard solutions, 
etc., with a full glossary. 

The reviewer found of special in
terest the discussion of blood pressure 
and the use of the sphygmomanometer 
to determine it, the description of sero 
diagnosis as to syphilis, typhoid and 
other diseases. The book is well 
printed and sufficiently illustrated. 

H. V. W. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
Asteroid Hyalitis. 

To the Editor: The paper of Bach
stez, "Acid fat lime as basis of a species 
of scintillatio corporis vitrei," ab
stracted in the JOURNAL (Vol. 5, page 
414), demands some comment which 
will clarify facts and thus prevent con
fusion later on. The description given 
by Bachstez of the condition, is so 
characteristic as to be identified readily 
with that of asteroid hyalitis by anyone 
familiar with this clinical entity created 
by Benson in 1894. (Trans. Ophth. 
Soc. U. K., v. XIV, p. 101.) Bachstez 
himself seems to have felt that his 
cases belonged in another group than 
scintillatio and to have intended to ex
press this by the words " . . . a species 
of. . . ." 

In spite of the many cases recorded 
in the American literature (Holloway, 
Stark) and the comparative frequency 
of the symptom complex—I have notes 
of about eight cases of this kind and 
none of true scintillatio—this confusion 
can be explained by the fact that Ben
son's description has found notice in 
the textbooks only very lately, that of 
Weeks in 1910 being to my knowledge 
the first to mention it; even the latest 
German edition of Fuchs' book by 
Salzmann does not separate asteroid 
hyalitis from scintillatio corporis vitrei. 

Whether asteroid "hyalitis" is the 
proper name for the condition is still 
a question, but until a better one is 
found, Bachstez' cases ought to be re
corded where they properly belong, un
der asteroid hyalitis. This is of espe
cial importance since they help estab
lish the fundamental fact concerning 
the chemical composition of the opaci
ties in asteroid hyalitis, announced a 
few months before by Verhoeff (A. J. 
O., vol. 4, page 155). 

M. FEINGOLD. 
New Orleans, La. 

Radioactive Photometers. 
To the Editor: In January, 1919, the 

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
published an article of mine, "The De
termination of the Minimum Light 
Sense and Retinal Dark Adaptation 




